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In a republic, the government's authority and legitimacy derive from the fact that ultimate 
policy makers are accountable to the citizens through the electoral process. The Board of 
Supervisors is elected by the citizens of Solano County to provide policy direction for the 
County. 

In making policy decisions, the Board believes that it is important to obtain input from 
citizens on a regular basis. The Board seeks and encourages citizen input through a 
variety of mechanisms, formal and informal, including holding televised public meetings 
with opportunity for citizen participation, holding public hearings, conducting and 
attending community meetings, meeting with constituents, commissioning occasional 
opinion polls, disseminating information about County issues and programs, creating ad 
hoc committees and task forces and creating advisory boards and commissions. 

Advisory boards (sometimes referred to as "councils," "commissions," or "committees" 
collectively "boards") provide a formal mechanism for the Board of Supervisors to obtain 
policy advice from selected groups of individuals with particular expertise, interests or 
backgrounds. Since ultimate accountability for policy decisions rests with the Board of 
Supervisors, it is appropriate that the Board be able to create, eliminate, reorganize and 
provide direction to advisory boards, as it deems necessary to meet its need for advice in 
various areas. 

The following principles and polices are designed to provide general guidelines 
concerning the role of County advisory boards and how those advisory boards should be 
formed, dissolved, organized or reorganized and staffed as well as how they should 
operate. 

PURPOSE OF ADVISORY BOARDS 

The purpose of County advisory boards is to enable the Board of Supervisors to obtain 
advice on policies or issues from a specially selected group of citizens who, the Board 
believes, have the relevant expertise, interest or background to provide advice that is well 
reasoned, credible and/or appropriately represents opinions held by the broader 
community or relevant segments of the broader community. Advisory boards are created 
when required by law or when the Board believes that the nature of the issue or area 
requires a more regularized, targeted and structured citizen input process than would be 
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