
Comments Received: 

During the public comment period, the County received six letters which included comments on the 

Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration.  A list of the comment letters received is shown below: 

 

Letter Commenter Agency (if any) Date 

1  Art Narverud Public March 31, 2017 

2 Jeff Dittmer Board Member – Cordelia Fire 
District 

April 26, 2017 

3 Scott Morgan, Director Governor’s Office of Planning and 
Research 

April 27, 2017 

4 Karen Fisher Public April 27, 2017 

5 Robert & Linda Russum Public April 27, 2017 

6 Paul & Kristin Herman Public April 27, 2017 

 

Response to Comments: 

Included below are the comment letters received during the public comment period and the responses 

to each letter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Letter 1 – Arthur Narverud

 

 



Response to Letter 1: 

No response required as there was no specific comment regarding the Mitigated Negative Declaration. 

However, the Project does include portable toilets in the staging area.  No lighting is proposed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Letter 2 – Governor’s Office of Planning and Research:

 

 



 

 



Response to Letter 2: 

This comment letter acknowledges the Project’s compliance with the State Clearinghouse review 

requirements for draft environmental documents, pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act 

(CEQA).  The State Clearinghouse did not receive comment letters from any State agencies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Letter 3 – Dittmer

 

 



Response to Letter 3: 

No specific environmental concern was stated in the letter.  Section 4.14 of the Initial Study 

acknowledges the minor increase in the need for Fire Department Services: 

“Though public use would increase the potential for EMS/fire services, this increase would be 

negligible; opening the site to public use would garner an estimated average of 4-5 calls per year.  

Cordelia Fire District currently averages approximately 2 calls per day (Joe Torres Engineer/Paramedic 

Cordelia Fire Protection District, phone interview May 19, 2015) Fires of any type (i.e. campfires, 

smoking, etc.) would be prohibited on the property.  Therefore, impacts to fire services as a result would 

be less than significant.” 

Funding the Fire District is not under purview of this application.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Letter 4 – Fisher

 

 



Response to Letter 4: 

As proposed in the Initial Study, the project does not propose any land use changes behind or near the 

property located at 4390 Emerald Ridge Lane; therefore, it is unlikely that that this project would affect 

slope or soil stability in this area.   

1.   Soil stability – soils in this area of the Project are shallow and on steeper slopes, the soil is only a 

few inches thick as the soils overlie stable volcanic rock. 

Initial Study Section 4.6 Geology and Soils: 

a-4.  Would the project cause landslides? 

The Project site is on hills in which the slope and geologic materials are not general consistent 

with landslide conditions (Solano County: Solano County Emergency Operations Plan; Earthquake 

Annex; March 2012).  A few slides have been mapped in the area of higher sloped, plateau 

topography.  The Project would not include structures, or infrastructure, that would be 

susceptible to high probability of landslide.  Trail construction would be primarily in areas of 

existing roads.  New trails would be sited to avoid areas of mapped landslides and areas of 

higher slope.  Therefore, the Project would have no impact on landslides. 

2. The nearest proposed new trail to the Emerald Ridge property is a single track, 4-foot-wide trail, 

constructed mainly with hand tools, located approximately 1400 feet west of the Emerald Ridge 

property.  This trail is not in a location where effects on drainage, soil or rock would impact the 

Emerald Ridge property. 

3. The nearest existing feature to the commenter’s property is an existing service road, which is 

over 900 feet west.  This existing service road has been used by and will continue to be used by 

the cattle operator, with or without the Proposed Preserve Project.  The existing service road 

will also continue to be used by Solano Land Trust staff and will not be open to the public. 

In summary, no proposed trails or existing roads within the Project are near the Emerald Ridge property.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Letter 5 – Russum  

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



Response to Letter 5: 

1. The service roads shown on the Policy Plan Overlay Development Map (Exhibit A to Appendix A) 

indicates all the existing roads and access-ways used by the Solano Land Trust, cattle rancher and PG&E 

on the property.  In some locations, the road is a formerly graveled roadway from a previous quarry 

operation or stockyard; the roads may be scraped down to the rock surface and in some locations the 

access is unmaintained grassy or dirt roads or wide trails.  Some of the access is actually wide trails used 

by farm trucks ad all-terrain vehicles. The service access on the eastern portion of the map is mostly the 

latter.  No further improvements are expected to those service access other than general maintenance.  

As proposed, the Solano Land Trust, cattle rancher and PG&E staff will continue to use these paths for 

livestock operations, maintenance and research purposes.  Also, as shown on the Policy Plan Overlay 

Development Map, this area would not be open to the public as most of the proposed public trails are 

within the center of Solano Land Trust’s property.  Both Figure 7 and the Policy Plan Overlay 

Development Map have been amended to show indicate service access.  

2. No buffers are required between Open Space properties and private property per the Solano 

County General Plan. The Solano Land Trust proposed a 150-foot buffer between the Solano Land Trust 

property and properties to the east and west (Policy Plan Overlay Development Map).  The comment 

letter does not give an environmental reason for increasing the buffer to 300 feet.  As part of the Initial 

Study, a noise study was conducted on a similar project which included taking sound measurements 

from a residential deck located 30 feet from a hiking trail (Table 15: Measurement of Walking Trail 

Noise).  The noise study concluded that the noise emitted from hikers would not exceed the Solano 

County Public Health and Safety Element for outdoor noise.  It should be noted that the 150-foot is in 

addition to the distance between the SLT property boundary and any residential or accessory structure 

on an adjacent property.  

3. The Solano Land Trust follows the guidance of Cordelia Fire District recommendations and closes 

its current park, Lynch Canyon, during high fire danger and would to the same at Rockville Trails 

Preserve.   

4. Any changes from the uses described in the PPO would require an amendment to the PPO which 

would be public planning process. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Letter 6 - Herman 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

Response to Letter 6: 

1. Please see Response to Comment 1, Letter 5 above.  

2. Please see Response to Comment 2, Letter 5 above. 

3. As described in the Project, no new service roads will be constructed in along the eastern 

boundary of the Solano Land Trust property. The existing service roads, trails and paths will be 

maintained and used by Solano Land Trust staff, the cattle rancher and PG&E for research and 

maintenance purposes.  

4. There are no public trails proposed on the eastern boundary of the Solano Land Trust property. 

Signs will be posted along the service roads and/or paths noting that this not a public hiking trail. Also, 

these service roads will not be included on trail maps for public distribution by SLT at the Staging Area. 

5. The Policy Plan Overlay describes the land uses allowed on the property.  Any deviation from the 

PPO would require an amendment to the PPO which would require further public comment. 

 


