
 
 

SOLANO COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
ADVISORY BOARD/COMMISSION REVIEW SHEET 

 
Date: __10/31/2018 
 
Name of Advisory Board: _Solano County Agricultural Advisory Committee (SCAAC)_ 
 
Name of person completing review sheet: ___Simone Hardy_______________ 
 
Name and Department of County Contact/Staff assigned to Board: ________________ 
 
Simone Hardy, Agricultural Commissioner /Sealer of Weights and Measures 
 
 
PURPOSE 

1. What is the purpose of the advisory board? 

a. SCAAC is an advisory body and is charged to appraise and/or advise and provide 
probable solutions to the Board of Supervisors on matters pertaining to agriculture. The primary 
focus of the committee will be the sustainability and economic prosperity of agricultural 
production in Solano County. 

b. The County Board of Supervisors has charged these representatives of the Solano 
County’s diverse agriculture industry to study problems of general or specific interest to the 
Board and make reports and recommendations to the Board that will promote agriculture 
prosperity and sustainability within the County. 

2. Does the board/commission have a mission statement? If so, please provide. 

The SCAAC uses the Purpose statements above to guide their mission.  These statements are also 
in the purpose preamble of the by-laws. 

3. Please provide the most recent copy of board/commission’s bylaws and include the date 
they were approved by the Board of Supervisors.  - Attached 

4. Please reference how, why and when the board/commission was created. Established by 
resolution of the Solano County Board of Supervisors, on September 26, 2000.  Acts in an 
advisory capacity to the Board of Supervisors, providing agricultural expertise on issues related to 
maintenance of continued agricultural viability within the County. 

MEETING SCHEDULE 

5. How often does the advisory board meet? Monthly, except July and September. 

6. Does the board/commission adopt an annual work plan? If so, please provide a copy, 
and include the County staff involved? If there is no work plan, explain why there isn’t 



one? The committee has an annual goal setting workshop and then prioritizes those goals. See 
Objectives and Accomplishments below. 

7. Please attach membership list and attendance records for October 2017 through 
September 2018 or since the last reporting period. Attached. 

BROWN ACT REQUIREMENTS 

8. Please answer the following related to the Advisory Board Principles and Policies.  If you 
answered “no” to any of the questions below, please explain: 

 A.  Was a quorum present at each meeting? The board had one meeting in which a 
 quorum was not reached. 

 B.  Did each new member receive training and written guidelines on the Brown Act? 
Yes 

 C. Did existing members receive a review of the Brown Act?  Members have been 
advised and anticipated to completing requirement in early 2019. 

 D.  Were agendas posted and minutes taken in accordance with the Brown Act and 
the Advisory Board Principles and Polices? Yes 

OBJECTIVES AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

9. List primary goals and objectives from the last reporting period and note if they were 
met. 

SGMA / GSA- Track progress on formation of Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) 
mandated by the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA).  

• AAC participated in the formation of the GSA and is listed as a participating member. 

Delta-Continue to bring attention to delta issues as it effects local agricultural. - Ongoing 

Food Awareness-Promote education about food and promote locally produced food. 

Healthy Soils- The California Department of Food and Agriculture Healthy Soils initiative is 
being tracked closely by AAC. 

Williamson Act- Supported continuing county subventions and reinstatement of state program 
through Department of Conservation. 

Bicycles in Rural Areas- Continued dialog with the County transportation bicycle sub-
committee regarding permitting, signage and events. 

Labor/Immigration Issues-Availability of agricultural labor. 

Cannabis as related to Agricultural Impacts –Production impacts to conventional farming, 
opportunities under licensing. 

Farm Tour-Planning is currently in progress for April 2019 tour.  

Land Evaluation and Site Assessment (LESA) as part of the General Plan-Ongoing 

 



 

10. List primary goals and objectives for the current reporting period.  

See above as noted goals remain until completed. 

11. Briefly outline accomplishments for the current reporting period (October 2017 – 
September 2018), and how those accomplishments were shared with other agencies. 

The AAC is in the process of finalizing the planning for the 2019 Agricultural Tour of Solano 
County. 

AAC members are active on the GSA with Russ Lester as the acting member and Al Medvitz as 
Alternate and Lisa Howard as the acting member and Bruce Brazelton as the alternate on the 
Technical Advisory Committee.  

The Board provided comments supporting the continuation of the current ground water basin 
designations. 

Board members also participate in Farm Bureau, the Solano Land Trust and serve on other boards 
that deal directly with their representative farming or ranching activities such as: Wool Growers 
and Cattlemans. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

12. Please add any additional comments.  Comments should be 150 words or less.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Solano County Agricultural Advisory Committee
Attendance Record

October 2017 through September 2018
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District 1 Representative Seeger, Mary Helen 12/10/13* - 1/1/17 C A X X X X X X A X 1/24/18 1/24/18 Yes
District 2 Representative King, Jennifer 3/7/17* - 1/1/21 A A X X A X X A X X 12/3/15 12/3/15 Yes
District 3 Representative Howard, Lisa 7/25/17 - 1/1/19 N A X X X A X A X X 11/7/18 Yes
District 4 Representative (& Fruit/Nut) Brazelton, Bruce 12/2/14* - 1/1/19 C A X X A X X X X X 3/8/17 3/8/17 Yes
District 5 Representative (& Processing) Leathers, Craig 12/13/16* - 1/1/21 E A X X X X X A X A 3/8/17 3/8/17 Yes
Commodity (Small Farms & Processing) Hawkins, Sarah ** 6/11/13 - 9/26/15 L X X 10/27/15 10/27/15 Yes
Commodity (Fruit/Nut) Lester, Russ 10/28/14* - 9/26/17 L X X A X X X X A A 3/11/15 3/11/15 Yes
Commodity (Livestock) Ditmer, Jeff 6/11/13* - 9/26/15 E X X X X X X X X A 2/10/16 2/10/16 Yes
Commodity (Small Farms) Vacant D V V V V V V V V V
Commodity (Vegetable Crops) Burke, Moira 6/11/13* - 9/26/15 X A X X X X X X X 8/23/17 8/23/17 Yes
At Large Comfort, Barbara 10/28/14* - 9/26/17 F X A X A X X A A A 11/9/16 11/9/16 Yes
At Large Medvitz, Al 6/11/13* - 9/26/15 I A A X A X A A X X 2/10/16 2/10/16 Yes
Commodity (Livestock/Field Crops) Anderson, Ian 11/1/14* - 9/26/17 R A X A X X X X A X 2/9/16 2/9/16 Yes
Commodity (Grapes) Vacant E V V V V V V V V V

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y X = PRESENT
Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y A = ABSENT

Quorum Present   * * 51% of filled positions N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y = YES
N = NO
V= VACANT
* = Reappointment

**Effective January 9, 2018 Sarah Hawkins 
resigned as a Board Member.

Minutes sent to BOS
Minutes sent to CAO

Agenda Posting Locations: 501 Texas Foyer Window
675 Texas Atrium Window
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